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 Cornell Cooperative Extension  
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension  
Schoharie & Otsego Counties 
4-H Youth Development Staff 

31 Maple Street, Oneonta, NY 13820 
(Outreach office) 

Phone: 607-433-2521 Fax: 607-436-9682 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. -  Wednesday and Friday 

123 Lake Street, Cooperstown, NY 13326 
(Education Center/mailing address) 

Phone: 607-547-2536 Fax: 607-547-5180 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday 

E-mail: otsego@cornell.edu  Website: http://cceschoharie-otsego.org 

4-H Youth Development Mission Statement 
 

T he mission of Cornell Cooperative Extension 4-H Youth Development is 
to build youth adult partnerships to  enable youth to become fully engaged 

in their learning process.  New York State 4-H is a leader in enabling youth to 
develop the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and abilities to become productive 
citizens and is a catalyst for positive change to meet the needs of a diverse and 
changing society. 
Through 4-H Youth Development, youth will: 

¶  Practice effective problem-solving and decision-making skills 
¶  Possess positive work attitudes and skills 
¶  Value diversity 
¶  Accept community and social responsibility 
¶ Contribute to positive relationships with families, peers and community 
¶  Demonstrate communication and leadership skills 
¶  Value lifelong learning 
Cornell Cooperative Extension values 

¶  4-H Youth development as the focus of all youth development activities 
¶ Partnerships for supporting, conducting and extending the program 
¶ Volunteerism as a cornerstone of the program 
¶ Diversity and the strengths it brings to Cornell Cooperative Extension   
   programs 

Patti Zellmer 
4-H Program Leader 
607- 547-2536 ext. 225 
psz2@cornell.edu 

 
Teresa Adell 

4-H Association Subject Educator 
518-234-4303 ext. 118 
tla47@cornell.edu 

  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/otsegocounty4H 

Ag Literacy Week 2020 
 

Q:  What is Ag Literacy Week in NY? 
A:  Agricultural Literacy Week is a statewide effort to educate students 
about the importance of agriculture and opportunities for careers in the 
industry.  Volunteers (of all ages!)  will visit elementary schools across 
the county to engage with students through literature and hands-on activ-
ities. 
 

New York State has one of the longest running and largest Agricultural 
Literacy Week programs in the country.  Last year, a record number of 
65,000 students across 61 counties participated in Agricultural Literacy 
Week. 
  

Right This Very Minute is the feature ñtable to farm bookò for  
Ag Literacy Week, March 16-20, 2020.  What's that you say? You're 
hungry? Right this very minute? Then you need a farmer. You have the stories of so many right here on your table! 

  

Would you like to publicly support agriculture, and provide a high-quality educational learning experience for children to 
learn about nutrition and the food system?   
To be a Volunteer in Otsego County, contact Steve Sinniger at stevensin@hancock.net,  (607) 988-7071 
 
 

mailto:otsego@cornell.edu
mailto:http://cceschoharie-otsego.org
mailto:stevensin@hancock.net
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     4-H Calendar Events 2018 - 2019 

DECEMBER    

1 4-H Earn-an-Animal applications available   

11 4-H New Leader Training, Oneonta, 6 p.m. Soup, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Training   

12 4-H New Leader Training, Oneonta, 6 p.m. Soup, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Training   

14 Candlelight at The Farmersô Museum, 3 - 7 p.m.   

24,25 Christmas Holiday, CCE Offices closed   

31 DEADLINE, re-enrollment to be eligible  for County Fair and year end   

    

JANUARY 2020   

1 New Yearôs Day, CCE Offices closed   

11 4-H Public Presentation Training, Cooperstown, 9 a.m. - Noon  Snow: Jan 18   

20 Martin Luther King's Birthday observed, CCE Offices closed   

   

    

FEBRUARY    

1 Registration (online) for 4-H Dairy Discovery Workshop   

1 4-H Earn-an-Animal applications due   

1 4-H Leader Lunch, Brooks' BBQ, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.   

7 4-H International Night, 6 p.m., Greater Plains School, Oneonta   

17 Earn-an-Animal interviews   

17 Presidents' Day observed, CCE Offices closed   

29 County Public Presentations, 9 a.m. - Noon - Morris Central School   

    

MARCH   

 Photo Clinic, TBA  

4 4-H Fair Superintendents, 6 p.m. Milford Central School  

4 Issue Committee Meetings, 7 p.m., Milford Central School  

7 County Public Presentations, 9 a.m.-noon - Milford Central School.  

14 District 4-H Dairy/Horse Quiz Bowl, Binghamton  

15 Capital Days Nominations  

17 St. Patrickôs Day!  Watch out for the Leprechauns  

16-20 Ag Literacy Week, "Right this Very Minute, by Lisl H. Detlefsen  

27-28 Dairy Discovery, Cornell University  

          28 District Public Presentations  

 4-H Paper Clovers, Tractor Supply, Oneonta  
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4-H Club News 

Otsego Firecrackers 4-H Club 
We had our first meeting on September 6, 2019.  We elected our officers and they were sworn in on October 5, 
2019 at our annual banquet.  The Otsego Firecrackers begin their 5th year as a club with the following officers: 
President:  Elyza Schoeberl 
Vice President:  Evelyn Kersmanc 
Secretary:  Ella Field 
Treasurer:  Angel Mravlja 
Reporter:  Lane Davis 
Recreation Co-Leader: Seth Keever and Sean Kersmanc. 
 

Project pins were given to each member and two special medals were 
also given out. 
 

Lane Davis:    1st year pin 
Ella Field:    Horse pin 
Seth Keever:    Visual Arts pin 
Evelyn Kersmanc:  Public Speaking pin 
Sean Kersmanc:   Swine pin 
Angel Mravlja:   Swine pin 
Elyza Schoeberl:  Public Speaking pin 
Derrick West:   Dairy pin 
Leanna West:   Cooking pin 
Makenna West:   Dairy pin 
The special medals were for above and beyond/role model was given to Sean Kersmanc and Angel Mravlja. 
November has been busy as well making floral arrangement for Thanksgiving and wreaths for our December 1st 
Christmas Vendor Event.  Look for us on Facebook for more details.   (Otsego Firecrackers 4-H Club) 
 

Submitted by Lane Davis, with assistance from Angel Mravlja 

WELCOME to the (NEW) Forces of Morris 4-H Club 
The Forces of Morris 4-H Club are planning a Holiday Baked good contest and bake sale for December 

21st at the Morris Firehouse.  Weôre looking for entrants, $5 per entry ($4 with a baked good donation to 
the bake sale), $1 to come taste and vote!  Prizes for first and second place!  To reserve a place please 
contact Lisa LaLonde at (lunaelan@gmail.com) or Holly Peterson at (hptraininghorse@yahoo.com).  We 

are also working on making 200 hand painted ornaments to donate to the Adopt a Grandparent 
organization which will include them in the gift baskets they give to the residents at the VA Hospital. 

Forces of Morris 4-H Club members hand painting ornaments.  
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4-H Otsego County 

 

  

 

Spaghetti Dinner  11.17.19 
 

On Sunday, November 17 the Gilbertsville Dairy 4-H Club sponsored a Spaghetti Dinner and Chinese Auc-
tion fund raiser to help support the Proskine Family.  On October 11 Garrett suffered a traumatic head inju-
ry. The 4-H community, friends and family came out in full force to support the Proskine family.  4-H Lead-
er, Becky Barringer reported they served 300+ dinners and sold out of 40 pounds of pasta!  They raised a 
little over $6000. Too many donations to count. Businesses, community members, family friends donated 
food, money, supplies and/or Chinese auction items. For the auction, 
we had everything from coloring books and candy to blanket sets, 
food sets, candles, a handmade wooden bench to a 3-hour airplane 
ride! It is truly amazing how the communities come to together. It 
just goes to show how great of a family they are!  
 

We are happy to report Garrett is home.   
He has LOTS of assignments; but, is doing VERY well!!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garrett on a field trip at Maple Downs Farms Nov. 2019 

Proskine Strong Kids! 

Dairy Promotion ladies serve up Stewart�¶s sundaes  

Proskine Family Members �³pose�´��on the donated Proskine Strong bench. 












