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The Otsego County 4-H Newsletter  is published eleven times a year by Cornell Cooperative Extension of Schoharie & Otsego Counties.               
The information provided here is with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsements by Cornell Cooperative Extension 

implied.  Contents may be reproduced with credit given.  Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing  
AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities.    

                                

Cornell Cooperative Education Center 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension  
Schoharie & Otsego Counties 
4-H Youth Development Staff 

4-H Youth Development Mission Statement 
 

T he mission of Cornell Cooperative Extension 4-H Youth Development is 
to build youth-adult partnerships to enable youth to become fully engaged 

in their learning process.  New York State 4-H is a leader in enabling youth to 
develop the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and abilities to become productive 
citizens and is a catalyst for positive change to meet the needs of a diverse and 
changing society. 

Through 4-H Youth Development, youth will: 
•  Practice effective problem-solving and decision-making skills 
•  Possess positive work attitudes and skills 
•  Value diversity 
•  Accept community and social responsibility 
• Contribute to positive relationships with families, peers, and community 
•  Demonstrate communication and leadership skills 
•  Value lifelong learning 

Cornell Cooperative Extension values: 
•  4-H Youth development as the focus of all youth development activities 
• Partnerships for supporting, conducting, and extending the program 
• Volunteerism as a cornerstone of the program 
 

Teresa Adell 
4-H Association Subject Educator 

607-547-2536 ext 225 
tla47@cornell.edu 
Nancy Brumaghim 

4-H Program Coordinator  
607-547-2536 ext  227 

nb622@cornell.edu 
Catherine Roberts 

4-H Resource Educator, Schoharie 
518-234-4303 ext 113 
cmr336@cornell.edu  

Susan Salisbury 
4-H Afterschool Coordinator 

518-234-4303 ext.122 
sms248@cornell.edu 

31 Maple Street, Oneonta, NY 13820 
(Outreach office) 

Phone: 607-433-2521  
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. -  Monday, Tuesday, and Friday 

123 Lake Street, Cooperstown, NY 13326 
(Education Center/mailing address) 

Phone: 607-547-2536 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
Monday through Friday 

  Website: http://cceschoharie-otsego.org 

mailto:tla47@cornell.edu
mailto:nb622@cornell.edu?subject=4-H
mailto:cmr336@cornell.edu
mailto:http://cceschoharie-otsego.org
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     4-H Calendar Events 2023-2024 

MARCH   

3 4-H Dairy Bowl Practice, 1:00p.m., TBD 

8 NYS 4-H Insects & Critters of NYS, 6:30p.m., Zoom 

9 4-H Regional Hippology & Horse Bowl, 9:00a.m., Greene 

9 4-H March Dog Madness, 9:00a.m., Cornell University 

10 4-H Dairy Bowl Practices, 1:00p.m., TBD 

13 NYS 4-H Insects & Critters of NYS, 6:30p.m., Zoom 

16 4-H Regional Dairy Bowl, 9:00a.m., Oxford 

20 NYS 4-H Insects & Critters of NYS, 6:30p.m., Zoom 

18-22 Ag in the Classroom, “I Love Strawberries!” 

23 4-H Livestock Auction Orientation, 9:00a.m., TBD 

25 DEC 4-H Day Old Pheasants Chick order due 

27 NYS Livestock Virtual Judging Series, Introduction to Livestock Judging & Market Cattle, 7:00pm 

29-30 NYS 4-H Dairy Discovery, Cornell University 

April   

3 NYS 4-H Livestock Virtual Judging Series, Judging Market Swine, 7:00pm 

4 4-H Dog Agility Workshop, Hessian Hill Farm, Berne, 9:00am 

5 4-H Regional Livestock Skill A Thon, 6:00p.m., Broome County 

10 NYS 4-H Livestock Virtual Judging Series, Judging Market Sheep & Goats, 7:00pm 

13 NYS 4-H Horse Bowl, Cornell University, Dept. of Animal Science, Morrison Hall, 8:00am 

17 NYS 4-H Livestock Virtual Judging Series, Judging Breeding Cattle, 7:00pm 

18 4-H Livestock Auction Meeting, The Rowe House, Oneonta, 6:30pm 

20 4-H District Public Presentations & Horse Communications, Dewitt School, Ithaca, 10:00am 

23 4-H Advisory Meeting, The Rowe House, Oneonta, 6:30pm 

24 NYS 4-H Livestock Virtual Judging Series, Judging Breeding Swine, 7:00pm 

27 4-H NYS Dairy Bowl, Beginner, Junior & Senior, Morrison Hall, Cornell University, 

May   

1 NYS 4-H Livestock Judging Virtual Series, Judging Breeding Ewes and Does, 7:00pm 

2 NYS 4-H Virtual Dairy Judging Series, 7:00pm 

3-5 STAR (State Teen Action Retreat), 4-H Camp Shankitunk, Delhi, NY 

4 Animal Crackers, CALS Animal Science, Morrison Hall, Ithaca, 8:30am 

8 NYS 4-H Virtual Poultry Judging Series, Biology and Physiology of Production Hens, 7:00pm 

9 NYS 4-H Virtual Dairy Judging Series, 7:00pm 

15 NYS 4-H Virtual Poultry Judging Series, Handling Hens, and Placing Classes, 7:00pm 

16 NYS 4-H Virtual Dairy Judging Series, 7:00pm 

15-17 Spring 4-H In-Service, Cornell University 

18 NYS 4-H Horse Communications Event, Morrison Hall, Cornell University, 9:00am 

19 4-H Horse Evaluations, Horse Rings, Otsego County Fairgrounds, Morris 

19-21 NYS 4-H Capital Days, Albany, NY 

22 NYS 4-H Virtual Poultry Judging Series, Placing Classes Practice, 7:00pm 

27 Memorial Day, CCE offices closed 

June   

5 4-H Horse Evaluations, Horse Rings, Otsego County Fairgrounds, Morris 

11 Pullorum Clinic, Martin Hall, Otsego County Fairgrounds, 3-5pm 

18 4-H Advisory Meeting, The Rowe House, Oneonta, 6:30pm 

19 Juneteenth, CCE offices closed 

26-28 NYS 4-H Career Explorations, Cornell University 
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4-H Club News 

Ewes and Friends 4-H Club standing with their club banner met for our monthly 
meeting in February. We learned about the experiences of our members who completed public 

presentations, reviewed officer roles, discussed fundraising opportunities, and learned about yet 
another use for milk--we made and enjoyed vanilla "ice cream" (which is   actually custard since 

the recipe      contains eggs)! 

4-H Members of 

the  Springfield 
High Meadows  

4-H Club 
meeting was held 

to learn about 

Dairy Judging. 

Ewes & Friends 4-H Club in 
the month of March learned how 

to finger crochet starting with 
simple chains and we look 

forward to using our new skills to 
build bigger creations--keep an 

eye in Martin Hall! 
 

Fields and Flats 4-H 
Club went to a local sap 
house and learned how to 

harvest and boil sap at 
their February meeting. 

The meeting wrapped up 
with the clubbers 

enjoying pancakes with 
some freshly made 

syrup.  

WELCOME NEW  
4-H CLUBS 

 

Otsego Busy Bees 
& 

Delsego 4-H 
Club 
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4-H Otsego County 

Congratulations Evelyn Kersmanc 

On Saturday, February 24, 2024, Evelyn 
Kersmanc from Otsego County was named the 

2024-2025 New York State Dairy Ambassador 
during a ceremony at the Embassy Suites by 

Hilton  Syracuse Destiny USA in Syracuse, N.Y. 
Evelyn formerly served as the Otsego County 

Dairy Ambassador since spring of 2023. As New 
York State Dairy Ambassador, she will serve as a 
spokesperson and advocate for dairy farmers by 

attending special events to engage with and 
educate consumers on the nutritional benefits of 
milk and dairy foods, how farmers care for their 

cows and their land in order to produce a 
sustainable product, and the importance of the 
dairy  industry to the New York State economy.  

WKTV Channel 2,  Women Wednesday honoree brings us to a farm in 
Jordanville, where Amy Augur-Doody's work is 24 hours a day. 
She takes care of her cows, her family and her community with a smile. 
"I was shocked," Augur-Doody said of winning the distinction. "I've seen a few of the 
segments...It's an honor to sit with some of those other women who were showcased, 
and I feel I'm just an ordinary person." 
Augur-Doody is anything but ordinary. 
"I am a dairy farmer, a registered nurse at Bassett Medical Center—been there 15 
years and been farming since 2007," she said. 
Her resume doesn't stop there, however. 
"I am also a 4H leader for the Springfield High Meadow group here in Otsego 
County," she said. "I sit on the Owen D. Young school board, and I am a board 
member of the OHM Holstein Club." 
She's also a wife and mother. 

Along with her husband and three kids, they operate Augur-Doody Farm in Jordanville. 
"We milk 40 cows, registered Holsteins, Jerseys," she said. 
They also have beef, lamb and chicken for sale at their farm stand.  "We are the definition of a small family farm," she said. 
"It's hectic," she explained. "I get asked that a lot. How I do everything. I tell everyone one day at a time, lots of coffee." At Bassett, 
she prepares patients for surgery. "That's, like, an eight-hour day for that, and then, afterward, it's time for chores again," she said.  
"Every day, regardless, Monday through Sunday, seven days a week, twice a day, the cows have to get milked and the animals all 
have to get fed and cared for," she said. "That's including major snow storms. Just a couple of weeks ago, we lost power for 20 hours, 
so we were running on generators for that long." It's hard but rewarding work. "This brings me peace," Augur-Doody said of working 
on the farm. "Working, feeding the animals, caring for them—you get a new calf born or even new sheep." 
This fifth-generation farmer has noticed that women in agriculture is a growing trend. 
But that wasn't always the case. "When we first started out—2007, 2008—salesmen would always come to talk to my husband, 
which is fine, but there are certain things that I do that they didn't realize," she explained.  Augur-Doody's best advice to the ladies in 
the industry is, don't let someone tell you that you can't do something. 
"I drove tractors with the best of them, I've worked on equipment with the best of them," she said. "Being in farming, you have to be 
optimistic and be happy-go-lucky. It's easy to get knocked down. You put that behind you and move on." 
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 4-H Public Presentations 

CLOVERBUDS 
Cloverbud s are younger members of the 4-H Program with 

club projects and activities designed especially with their ages 
and stages in mind. 

Cloverbud members are encouraged to “Show & Tell” about 
something they’ve learned through 4-H Cloverbud work. 

The expectation is that Cloverbuds will reap the same benefits 
from Public Presentations as older 4-H members. 

Public speaking is one of the most important life skills 4-H members learn in 
4-H.  4-H Public Presentations teaches youth how to effectively 

communicate.  Youth that learn how to express their thoughts clearly to the 
people they interact with on the job, in school, or at home will be a more 

valued employee, a better student, and a more understood family member.  4‐
H alumni credit 4-H Public Presentations as the edge that places them above 

their peers in both college and professional careers.  
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4-H Public Presentations 

 

Congratulations to all of the members 
who participated!

On Saturday, February 24, Seventeen Otsego County 4-H Members presented 
their demonstrations and illustrated talks to volunteer evaluators from across the 

county.  The youth members walked away with knowledge and skills they 
learned during the evaluation process that will help them be public speakers in 

the future. 

Gilbertsville Dairy 
Club 

Kristena Barringer 
Lacey Short 

Henry Underwood 
Gavin Underwood 

 
Ewes & Friends 
Alice Kennedy 

Edmund Kennedy 
Robert Kennedy 
Pauline Kennedy 

 
Helping Hands 

Emma Peck 
 
 
 

Fields & Flats 
Lee Lindsey 

Olivia Hartman 
 
 
 

America’s Funniest 
4-Hers 

Gracelen Jones 
Alemea Weston 
Mikah Velten 

Winnie Shepardson 
 

Independent  
Lilly Cleaveland 

Presenters Evaluators 
Beth Bartlett   Marlene Brooks 
Doug Dutcher   Debra Dutcher 
Scarlett Newman 
Kelly Cleaveland   

 
   Room Host 
    Emma Peck   

 
Registration Table       

Lori Peck 

Congratulations to Winifred Shepardson, Emma Peck and  
Mikah Velten for advancing on the District Presentations, be-

ing held on April 20 in Ithaca.  
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 4-H Upcoming Events STAR (State Teen Action Retreat) 
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4-H Upcoming Events 
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 4-H Upcoming Events 
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4-H Upcoming Events 

Register at      http://tinyurl.com/yc8sbysa  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fyc8sbysa&data=05%7C02%7Ctla47%40cornell.edu%7C120677365030486c3bc308dc33c51cd7%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C638442168899661245%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wL
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NYS 4-H Virtual Livestock Judging Series 

To register for this program, visit: 
 https://cornell.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYkdOyrqT0sHda14qtMqZQIh7d9qvjQx3i1 

4-H Upcoming Events 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcornell.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtJYkdOyrqT0sHda14qtMqZQIh7d9qvjQx3i1&data=05%7C02%7Ctla47%40cornell.edu%7Cc802c8431b1b46100c6c08dc3ebb3302%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C63
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4-H Upcoming Events 

 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcornell.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtJYkdOyrqT0sHda14qtMqZQIh7d9qvjQx3i1&data=05%7C02%7Ctla47%40cornell.edu%7Cc802c8431b1b46100c6c08dc3ebb3302%7C5d7e43661b9b45cf8e79b14b27df46e1%7C0%7C0%7C63
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 4-H Upcoming Events 
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4-H Otsego County 
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 Support local 4-H youth development by re-
ducing our publication and mailing costs.   
Your ad is viewed by nearly 400 youth,  

parents, and volunteers.     
 

 Contact Cornell Cooperative Extension at 
(607)547-2536 ext 225 for more  

Information.  

https://www.facebook.com/otsegocounty4H 

Cooperstown 
Office Hours 

Open Monday through Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Oneonta  
Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday & Friday 

123 Lake Street 

Cooperstown, NY  13326 

https://www.facebook.com/schohariecounty4H
https://www.facebook.com/otsegocounty4H

